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Hello!

Kenzie Lareau PATH CTRI, ESMHL

Program Manager and CTRI at Riding To the Top in Windham, ME



Meet The Crew!

Phoenix

11 Year old Mini

Master Handler Certified

Apollo

20 Year old Mini
AJ

12 Year old Mini



Certification Options

Pet Partners – many different species of therapy 

animals. Cannot wear poop bags. Cannot charge for visits but 
can charge for fuel

American Miniature Therapy Horse 
Association - recertification every 2 years

Seven Oaks Farm - Master Handler 
Certification – The only one that is a curriculum based course 

with mentorship feedback 



Seven Oaks Farm
Master Handler Certification:

Online course, no deadline

Seven Oaks Farm have created a training and 
registration program specific to miniature 
therapy horses AND their handlers. They 
help the handler and
trainer from start to finish.

“Right now in the US, there is no legal 
requirement for any certification or 
registration for miniature therapy horses 
and/or their handlers”



Opportunities
Schools – Primary and Higher Ed

Hospitals
• In lobby before operation/appointment
• Ronald McDonald House
• High stress areas for staff

Nursing/veterans homes

Hospice

Anti-bullying: 
• Just Say Whoa to Bullying
• Valor VIP – Seven Oaks

• Horse Powered Reading



Certification Requirements
Handler

• Federal Background check

• Negative TB test

• All logs

• All assignments completed 

Horse

- Health & Vaccine records

- Level 1 test video 

- All videos and assignments

- All logs

- Take the Final Exam 



Course Material

Everything is submitted through google drive 

20 different sections

Handler and Horse certifications do not have to be 
done at the same time



Horse and Handler 
Logs

Handler Log:

• Coursework
• training with 

horse

Horse Log: 

• training with 
horse

Document, document, document…

Submitted every month to Google Drive

Records hours spent each month



Horse Log

Handler 
Log



Equipment



Diaper Bag

*One with each handler*

Doggie pad with plastic 
backing 

5 gallon thick plastic bags 

Antibacterial wipes

Paper towels



Commands

• Walk on
• Whoa
• Stand
• Over
• Back
• step
• Positive reinforcement
• Negative reinforcement 



Types of visits

• Soft: local hardware stores, Lowes, 

Tractor Supply, empty schools 

• Few people, slow movement

• Medium: Kids events, more people, 

quicker movements

• Hard: Crowds, parades, loud sounds



Horse Registration Levels

“The maximum amount of time a 
horse can be at a visit per day is 
two hours.”

“Once a horse is given 
registration, the horse has ONE 
year to complete the next test in 
order to qualify for the next 
registration level.”

No one knows your horse better 
than you do. 



Cost?
Pet partners – cannot charge

Majority of programs do not 

charge and they are strictly 

donations $350-400

Some are for-profit businesses 

that donate proceeds of services 

to a specific nonprofit rescues

Massachusetts - $175 for 1 hr



Transportation

Mane in Heaven Miniature Therapy Horses

Miniature Horse Haulers by Bob







Questions?



Seven Oaks Miniature Horses: https://www.therapyhorses.com/

Master Handler Course: https://www.therapyhorses.com/master-handler-certification

Horse Powered Reading https://www.horsepoweredreading.com/

VALOR VIP https://www.therapyhorses.com/valor-vip

Just Say Whoa to Bullying https://www.justsaywhoatobullying.com/

Pet Partners https://petpartners.org/

American Miniature Therapy Horse Association https://www.amtha.org/

Sources

https://www.therapyhorses.com/
https://www.therapyhorses.com/master-handler-certification
https://www.horsepoweredreading.com/
https://www.therapyhorses.com/valor-vip
https://www.justsaywhoatobullying.com/
https://petpartners.org/
https://www.amtha.org/

