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Addie Loerzel 

North Dakota State University

•Founder
•Student
•Entrepreneur
•Disability Advocate

Who am I? 
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Living with Spina Bifida 

Working Harder for the Same 
Things
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Funny story 

Turning Challenges into purpose 
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What is Social Entrepreneurship?

•See a problem
•Create a 
solution
•Help people

The Problem I saw: Kids were missing out on joy
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One Moment I Will Never Forget
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Addie's Sunshine and 
Treats

•Learning job 
skills
•Building 
confidence
•Spreading joy

Breaking Barriers in College

•Only 3% of people 
with intellectual 
disabilities attend 
college

•Students who do 
are 3–4x more likely 
to get jobs
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•Your story matters
•Kindness creates change
•Leadership lifts others 
up

Lessons I Have 
Learned

Inclusion Makes Communities Stronger

Everyone belongs
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Everyone Has Sunshine to 
Share

How will you spread sunshine?

•Disability does not limit 
potential
•Inclusion creates opportunity
•Joy can change a life

What I Hope You Remember
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Even if your legs don't work, you 
can still kick butt!

Addie Loerzel – Spread Your Sunshine

Thank 
You
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