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WHAT MAKES 
AN 

INSTRUCTOR 
GREAT?

•Knowledgeable/Learner
•Good communicator
•Organized/Goal oriented
•Adaptable/Flexible
•Professional, but fun
•Patient
•Compassionate/Empathetic



WHY CONTINUE 
LEARNING AND 

IMPROVING 
YOUR 

KNOWLEDGE 
AND SKILLS?



BEST 
PRACTICE

Teaching 
strategies, safety, 
medical advances, 

equine training 
and management

AVOID 
BURNOUT

Instructors and 
students need 
fresh ideas to 

keep motivated

INCREASE 
REVENUE

Add variety and 
value to your 

services

STUDENT 
PROGRESS

Better strategies to meet 
their needs leads to 
increased progress

EQUINE 
WELFARE

Top notch management 
keeps our equine 

partners better able to 
do their job



HOW DO I ADD TOOLS TO MY TOOLBOX??

IN-PERSON, 
HANDS-ON 
LEARNING

READ, 
WATCH & 

LISTEN

VIDEO 
YOUR 

TEACHING
WORK TOWARDS 
ADDITIONAL OR 

HIGHER 
CERTIFICATIONS

SET 
PERSONAL 

GOALS 
AND 

PRIORITIES

*From The Barnhand  
Hoof Falls and Footfalls 



HANDS – ON 
LEARNING

PERSONAL COACHING

CLINICS

WORKSHOPS

CONFERENCES

UNIVERSITY CLASSES



Read anything you can get 

your hands on!

• Instructor training

• Disability education

• Equine training/management

• Riding Theory

• Human and equine anatomy

READ, WATCH & LISTEN
READ WATCH

There are tons of 

videos/webinars available 

online for almost any 

topic! YouTube and 

specific websites, 

including PATH Intl., offer 

many options. 

Great for visual learners!

LISTEN
Not Just a Pony Ride

Hoof Falls and Footfalls

Disability Podcasts

Riding Podcasts

Equine Management 

Podcasts

Coaching/Teaching Podcast



VIDEO AND EVALUATE YOUR LESSONS

Self-Evaluation Peer/Mentor 
Evaluation

* From The Barnhand – Hoof Falls and Footfalls 



WORK TOWARDS HIGHER OR ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATIONS

PURSUE 
ADVANCED 

CERTIFICATIONS 
THROUGH    
PATH INTL.  

ADD 
ADDITIONAL 
PATH INTL. 

CREDENTIALS 
TO YOUR 
RESUME

OBTAIN 
ADDITIONAL 

CERTIFICATIONS 
FROM DIFFERENT 
ORGANIZATIONS

COMPLETE 
CERTIFICATIONS         

IN SPECIFIC 
AREAS OF 
INTEREST



SET 
PERSONAL 

GOALS 
AND 

PRIORITIES 

*From The Barnhand  
Hoof Falls and Footfalls 



EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Online 
Resources Books Podcasts Facebook 

Groups



EAS SPECIFIC ONLINE RESOURCES

(free content)(free and paid 
content)

($123/year) (free and paid 
content)



ONLINE LESSON RESOURCES
The 

Riding 

Instructor

(free)

The 

Virtual 

Equestrian

(free)

Horse 

Smarts 

Activity Guide

($144)

Allpony
($80/year

 store w/ 

printables)

Horse Riding 

Lesson Plans
($50 one-time fee

Some free content)



THANK YOU!

Dionne Newton
abilitycenteredhorsemanship@gmail.com

(913) 660-5107    
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