
We are excited to share this introduction to carriage driving.
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Many of the physical, emotional and cognitive benefits of carriage driving are similar 
to therapeutic horse back riding.
These include:
Improved core strength, balance and fine and gross motor coordination
Opportunity for developing relationships
Fostering independence and social interaction 
Improved communication with the volunteers, instructors, and the horse
Building self-confidence
And improved cognitive skills of sequencing, following directions, and differentiating 
between left and right

We will watch a video of one of program’s participants Manny talking about carriage 
driving experience.  You will see our carriage’s wheelchair lift in action.
At the end of the video, the mother of another participant Marco, shares a few word.  
Marco has been riding with our program for over 10 years.  
A couple years ago, following a surgery, he was unable to ride.  Carriage driving 
allowed him to continue to participate in our program.
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Link to video: https://youtu.be/Z1IPdLebVAk
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Carriage driving allows our program to be more inclusive and serve participants with 
a wide range of special needs.  
Many of our participants would not have been eligible for our riding program due to 
their weight or other medical condition.
Lessons can include learning about the harness and ground driving, like you will have 
the chance to practice later.
And it’s something different for our 3 driving horses that are also in our riding 
program.
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As you saw in the video, this adapted carriage with the wheelchair lift is our primary 
vehicle.  It is 20 years old and was custom built.  In these photos, it is pulled by a 20-
year old Norwegian Fjord Horse named Tanner.
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For our more independent drivers, this easy entry cart provides more movement than 
the smoother ride of our 4 wheeled carriage.  A new cart like this costs around 
$4,000.  The Frey Carriage Company in Wisconsin offers a similar cart is a variety of 
sizes.
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Other options include carts and carriages with a ramp for wheelchair access.  These 
vehicles range in price from $10,000-$15,000.
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There are also a couple European companies with options for people who use 
wheelchairs.
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There are many activities for our lessons.  Today we will work on transitions, reining 
through cones and circles.
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Below is a list of resources including local driving clubs.  This is a good place to start 
to find a local trainer for lessons.  
Also check out the national driving societies for clinics and a wide range of articles 
and videos.

Carriage Driving Resources

Driving Equipment

IVC Carriage – provides excellent educational articles
https://www.ivccarriage.com/

Big Black Horse
https://bigblackhorse.com/

Driving Essentials – ask for 5% discount for PATH Intl. centers
https://www.drivingessentials.com/

Carriage Driving Essentials
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https://www.carriagedrivingessentials.com/

Online Classes

Coachman’s Delight – Andy Marcoux
https://coachmansdelight.com/
*Has video and plans how to build a reinboard

Lucky Three Ranch - Meredith Hodges
https://www.luckythreeranch.com/lucky-three-ranch-training/video-training-tips-
all/training-tips-by-category/training-tips-ground-driving/

National Driving Associations

The American Driving Society, Inc. (ADS)
https://www.americandrivingsociety.org/

Carriage Association of America
https://www.caaonline.com/

United States Driving for the Disabled, Inc.
http://usdfd.org/

Driving Digest Magazine
http://www.drivingdigest.com/

Local Driving Clubs

St. Croix Horse and Carriage Society
Region: Minnesota (Twin Cities metro)
Find on Facebook

Northwoods Harness Club
Region: Northwest Wisconsin 
Contact Person: Candis Hankins
Phone: 715-413-1049
Email: drivingbits@gmail.com
Find on Facebook
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Dairyland Driving Club
Region: WI, IL, IA, MN 
Contact Person: Howard Kietzke
Email: hkietzke@tds.net
https://www.dairylanddriving.com/

HUB Club
Region: IL, WI, IA
Contact Person: Krista Ziec
Phone: 815-342-4819
Email: kristat40@gmail.com
https://www.hubclubdriving.com/

Red River Harness and Saddle Club
Contact Person: Polly Thorsness
Region: MN, ND (Fargo)
Phone: 701-361-9726
Email: ilovemules@icloud.com
http://www.redriverharnessandsaddleclub.com/
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These 4 Golden Rules are not only for people’s safety but for the welfare of the horse.  
Failure to follow these rules will result in an automatic failure at the PATH Intl. driving 
certification.

NEVER remove the bridle from the horse while still hitched to a carriage

NEVER remove reins from the bridle of a horse still hitched to a carriage

NEVER leave a horse that is still hitched to a carriage tied up by itself

ALWAYS have the able-bodied whip enter the carriage first and be the last to leave 
the carriage
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Our reins, voice and whip are the aids we use to communicate with our driving horse.  
On display at the far end of the arena, we have the Equicizer pony harnessed to show 
how we have 2 sets of reins, 1 for instructor and 1 for participant.
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Katie Connolly is an instructor in training with our program.  She is nearing the 
completion of the certification process and will share her experience.
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The certification process covers what you need to start a driving program including 
guidelines on horse selection.  
After you find the right horse, we recommend synthetic harness for easier cleaning, 
although we prefer leather for some of our harness parts including the collar.
Also we suggest starting with a 2 wheeled cart but avoid carts with bicycle tires.
We use different reins based on a participant’s abilities.
We have about 20 volunteers in our driving program who have received extra training 
including harnessing and unharnessing, like you will practice today, as well as 
emergency procedures and securing participants who use wheelchairs.
This might take 3-6 months to be ready to start lessons for your participants.

Next we will break into these activity stations:
On this end of the arena by the rein board, Katie will be leading rein handling and 
answering your certification process questions.
At the ground driving and standing station, Bettie will be leading with horse Pepper.  
Please meet by the orange cones on that side of the arena.
On the other end of the arena, I’ll be leading the long-lining station with horse Pippi.
Finally at the far end of the arena, Linda will be leading the harnessing station with 
horse Bronco.
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